
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE  CARDIAC  SOCIETY  OF  AUSTRALIA  AND  NEW  ZEALAND 
 
 

Lead  Extraction  Certification  and  
Recertification  Criteria 

 
 
In determining certification criteria, the expert panel has consulted national and international best 
practice and published training criteria for comparable procedures. 
 
The Policy Statement of the Heart Rhythm Society (HRS, formerly the North American Society of 
Pacing and Electrophysiology, NASPE): Recommendations for Extraction of Chronically Implanted 
Transvenous Pacing and Defibrillator Leads: Indications, Facilities, Training. PACE 2000: 23: 544-
551 and available at http://www.hrsonline.org/uploadDocs/HRS%20extraction.pdf  is adopted as the 
basis for the CSANZ certification criteria. 
 
In order to meet the certification criteria, a medical practitioner must: 
 

1) Have satisfactorily completed all training requirements for general training in Cardiology, as 
defined by the Specialist Advisory Committee in cardiology of the Royal Australasian College 
of Physicians for those who commenced specialist training before 1st January 2006, and as 
defined in the Specialist Training Curriculum for Cardiology of the Royal Australasian 
College of Physicians and the Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand for those who 
commenced specialist training on or after 1st January 2006 OR have satisfactorily completed 
all training requirements for cardiothoracic surgery, as defined by the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons and Australasian Society of Cardiac and Thoracic Surgeons. 

2) Have satisfactorily completed all training requirements for subspecialty training in 
electrophysiology and pacing, as defined in the Subspecialty Training Curriculum of the 
Cardiac Society of Australia and New Zealand OR have satisfactorily completed surgical 
training in the implantation of permanent pacemakers and defibrillator devices. 

3) For existing operators, demonstration of safe performance, as primary operator, of a minimum 
of 20 extractions of chronically implanted pacing or defibrillator leads. 

4) For new operators, safe performance of a minimum of 20 extractions of chronically implanted 
leads, under supervision of a currently certified operator. 

 
 
In order to meet recertification criteria, each certified operator must: 
 

1) Maintain a log of all procedures performed, which shall include the date of the procedure, 
nature of the procedure and outcomes, including any adverse consequences. This log must be 
submitted to the Advisory Committee for annual review. Operators shall receive notice of 
requirement of log submission each year. 

2) Operators who perform less than 3 extractions in one year or less than 10 extractions in two 
years shall be required to show cause for their continued certification and may be required to 
undergo refresher training. 

3) Operators who have repeated major adverse events or complications shall be required to show 
cause for their continued certification and may be required to undergo refresher training. 

4) Refresher training shall require safe performance of a minimum of 10 extractions of 
chronically implanted leads, under supervision of a currently certified operator. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
145 Macquarie Street, Sydney  NSW  2000  Australia 

Ph:  61 2 9256 5452    Fax:  61 2 9247 7916    www.csanz.edu.au    info@csanz.edu.au 
ABN  23 003 635 505 


